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Quick Facts 
 

• Born Helen Maria Fiske, 1830, in Massachusetts. 
• Married Captain Edward Hunt in 1852. 
• Both sons died of diphtheria, one as a baby the other was 9 years 

old. 
• Husband killed in the Civil War in 1863. 
• Wrote her first poem in 1865, 3 months after the death of a son. 
• Began writing for magazines as “H.H.” and traveled in Europe for a 

year. 
• In 1873, poor health brought Helen to Colorado Springs. 
• In 1875,  married William Sharpless Jackson. 
• Author of many poems, magazine articles, and novels. The Century 

of Dishonor (1881) and Ramona (1884) both dealt with the poor 
treatment of American Indians. 

• Helen was appointed Special Commissioner for Indian Affairs; 
    she investigated the condition of the Mission Indians in California.   
• Died in San Francisco in 1885 but is buried here in Evergreen 

Cemetery.  
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